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To Consider…

Adolescence is often a misunderstood time period.  It does not have to be a time of rebellion, crisis, or deviance.  A more accurate vision of adolescence is a time of evaluation, a time of decision making, a time of commitment, and a time of carving out a place in the world.
How to start the process

· Familiarize yourself with all the different options.  The more you know about each school, the better choice you will make. Talk to your child about interest and future goals so that the school can best match your child’s needs. 

· Look through catalogues, web sites, and printed information about the school.

· Attend open houses and orientations or schedule a visit with the guidance counselor or admissions staff. When visiting, take notes on what you see, hear, and feel.  Encourage your child to do the same. 

· Ask for names of parents and students as references.

· Schedule an appointment for your child to shadow a student.

· Gather all the information, prioritize your choices, and apply to the schools or programs of interest. Remember, your child can attend your attendance-area school without applying.

Important Questions to Consider

Where is the best place for these developments to occur to your child?

What type of experiences is your child ready for?

What type of environment is most beneficial for your child at this point in his/her life? 

What type of school best fits the learning philosophy of your family?

Does the school have adequate courses in the area that your child excels and in the area of your child’s interest?

Questions to Ask
Academic

What level of classes do you offer?

When can my child take honor and AP classes, and what are the criteria for placement? 

What is the average score of those who take the AP exam?

What textbooks are used, and how are they chosen?

What are the qualifications of your faculty?

      Average level of teaching experience

      Percentage of advanced degrees

What are the fine arts opportunities at your school?

What types of physical education activities are provided?

After-School Opportunities
In what sport opportunities can my child participate? 

What extra-curricular activities are available to my child?

How are these types of activities valued at your school?

What types of school facilities are open to the students after 

school? ( library, computer lab, etc.)

The School Culture

What is the school size?  What is the student-teacher ratio?

How many students are in a typical grade and class?

What type of relationship exists between the faculty and the student body?

What is the support staff at the school?

    College placement…what is the process?

     Instructional specialist

     Advisor

     School Psychologist and/or counselor 
What kind of positive and negative influences can I expect my freshman to be exposed to?

What type of discipline does the school use?

How many graduates go on to college?

What are the colleges the graduates get accepted to, and what colleges do they attend?

Are the buildings well cared for?

What type of safety issues are at the school?

